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WSOP CIRCUIT 2017-18 
EVENT REPORT 

Circuit Stop: Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood  
Event:  No-Limit Hold’em Re-Entry  
Buy-in:  $580 

 Date:   25 September 2017  
 Entries:  1,612  
 Prizepool: $806,000  

!  

NIOVEL CHIRINO ALVAREZ CONQUERS RE-ENTRY 
FOR $135,022 AND A RING 

 Cuban-American rec breaks through for a huge score at Hard Rock 

Niovel Chirino Alvarez is the newest first-time winner on the WSOP Circuit. Alvarez topped a 
robust field of 1,612 entries in the $580 re-entry event, winning his first gold ring and the top 
prize of $135,022. 

Alvarez, 41, was born in Cuba and immigrated to South Florida in 2002. He set up his own 
trucking company, and things frankly didn't get off to a very good start. 

"It went bad for four or five years," Alvarez recalled. "I had a bad time.” 

In 2013, a friend loaned Alvarez a single truck to try to reignite his business. It worked. The new 
champ got a bit emotional as he relayed that he now owns 26 trucks himself and oversees 
another 27 from owner/operators in his organization. 

"This is just my hobby," he said of poker. "I'm not a pro at all. I'm shaking because I didn't even 
think I could win.” His previous tournament results include just one cash for about a thousand 
bucks. 

Alvarez has been playing cards since his childhood days in Cuba, though, growing up around a 
local variant that resembles three-card poker. Nowadays, the Miami Lakes resident can mostly be 
found at the cash game tables at Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood.  

"I always come here," he said. "I don't play anywhere else. It's cool; the people are nice here. I 
get along with basically everyone.” 
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MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:    Niovel Alvarez  
Nationality:  Cuba/USA  
Birthplace:    Cuba  
Current Residence:   Miami Lakes, Fla.  

Age:     41 
Profession:    Trucker  
WSOP Bracelets: 0  
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0  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DIRECT LINKS 
FULL RESULTS 
NIOVEL CHIRINO ALVAREZ'S OFFICIAL WSOP PLAYER PROFILE 
OFFICIAL WINNER PHOTO

http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results/?aid=1&grid=1370&tid=15855
http://www.wsop.com/players/profile/?playerID=242859
http://www.wsop.com/pdfs/reports/15855-winner-photo.jpg

