2015/2016 World Series of Poker Circuit
Season 12

Palm Beach Kennel Club

West Palm Beach, Fla.

The Main Event (Event #10)

No-Limit Hold’em

Buy-In: $1,600 (+$175)

Total Entries: 393

Prize Pool: $589,500

September 25-28, 2015

Peter Vitantonio Wins PBKC Main Event and $129K

Ohio pro earns first gold ring; Javier Zarco records fourth WSOP-related runner-up
finish.

West Palm Beach, Fla. (September 28, 2015) — On Monday, the 2015/16 World Series of
Poker Circuit at the Palm Beach Kennel Club wound down toward its conclusion with the final
day of the $1,675 Main Event. Just seven players returned for Day 3 and in the end it was Peter
Vitantonio who rose above the competition to win the $129,685 first-place prize, the gold Circuit
ring, and a seat to the season-ending WSOP Global Casino Championship.

Vitantonio came into the day in the second overall chip position. He was merely trailing his
eventual heads up opponent, Javier Zarco, who held a commanding chip lead coming into the
day.

“I came in second [overall], but kind of just sat there for the first hour and didn’t do much,”
reflected Vitantonio after his win. “Then | got aces and doubled. Two hands later I got kings and
doubled up and that was pretty much it.”

The hands that Vitantonio was referencing represented the largest shift in momentum at the final
table. During four-handed play, Zarco opened with a raise only to have Vitantonio come over the
top with a three-bet from the button. Zarco shipped all in and Vitantonio snapped him off for his
tournament life with two aces. Zarco meekly tabled ace-jack and was unable to improve. A mere
two hands later, Vitantonio checked pocket kings on a jack-high flop against eventual fourth-
place finisher Mike Kelleher. Kelleher moved all in for about 53 big blinds and Vitantonio
instantly called. Kelleher showed a gutshot straight draw and was unable to improve. From that
moment on, Vitantonio seized a massive chip lead that he never relinquished.

This marks Vitantonio’s third final table appearance on the Circuit and his first gold ring win.
Vitantonio, a native of Wickliffe, Ohio, considers himself a full time professional player. He has
attended the Palm Beach Kennel Club Circuit stop for the last three winters, and plans to move to
the area next month. Prior to poker success, Vitantonio attended Kent State and worked at a
family restaurant for a year or two.

While Vitantonio boasts the top prize, six other players had successful deep runs in the Main
Event. The first casualty of Day 3 came during the third hand of the day when John Palace was
unable to win a race against Robert LeBeau. Palace was eliminated in seventh place and















