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Damjam Radanov Wins WSOP Circuit Main Event at 
Harrah’s New Orleans 
 
The native of Serbia, now living in Memphis, earned his first Circuit ring and 
nearly $175,000 
 
New Orleans (May 11, 2015) – After four days of poker at Harrah’s New Orleans, Damjan 
Radanov became the latest winner on the World Series of Poker Circuit. He bested a field of 
554 players to earn $174,514, and he defeated four-time ring winner David Nicholson in the 
process. 
 
David Nicholson just barely missed out on his fifth career WSOP Circuit ring. Nicholson finished 
runner up behind behind Radanov, earning $107,939. Nicholson is in the midst of a successful 
year on the Circuit so far. This is his third cash here in New Orleans, and he cashed in the Main 
Event at the Circuit at Harrah’s Cherokee a few weeks ago. 
 
Another final tablist performing well lately is Joey Alesna. Alesna made his second top-ten finish 
in a Circuit Main Event so far this year. He finished in tenth place at Palm Beach Kennel Club in 
February, and he finished in eighth place today. 
 
The 33-year old Radanov resides in Memphis, Tenn., but he was born in Serbia. He moved to 
the US eleven years ago. He recalled of his journey, “My best friend came to the States [in 
2004] and he said he had the best time of his life. Back then you couldn’t get a student visa [in 
your] first or last year of school. I finished my third year of law school, so that was my very last 
shot. I just came [to the States] and I stayed. I followed my intuition all the way." He never 
practiced law in the US, and has been making his living as a poker player for the past six years. 
 
The final day of the tournament seemed like it was divided into two distinct halves. The first two 
levels of the day were action-packed. Within the first 10 hands of the day, there were three 
called all-in bets, and all three times, the all-in player doubled up. There were six more called 
all-ins before the first break, and they led to six bustouts. 
 
After that, the tone of the table changed dramatically. During the next two levels, there was only 
one elimination, and very little chip movement. This slow pace of play continued until the 
tournament ended, and Radanov collected the last of the chips. 
 
In addition to his first WSOP Circuit ring and almost $175,000, Radanov earns a free entry into 
the 2015 WSOP National Championship, to be held at Harrah’s Cherokee from July 29-31. 

http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results.asp?grid=1100&tid=14106
http://www.wsop.com/news/2015/Apr/5212/WSOP-NATIONAL-CHAMPIONSHIP-DETAILS-FINALIZED.html


 
Nicholson was the top finisher among several multiple-winners who performed well in this 
tournament.  Three-time ring winner John Holley made a deep run in this event, eventually 
bowing out in ninth place for $16,188. Two-time ring winner Chris Conrad just barely missed out 
on the final table. He was eliminated on the last hand of Day 2 in 11th place, earning $13,030. 
Four-time ring winners Caufman Talley and Cory Waaland finished in 30th place ($4,612), and 
46th place ($2,950), respectively. And five-time ring winners Val Vornicu and Kyle Cartwright 
finished back-to-back in 52nd and 51st place, both earning $2,950. 
 
Two bracelet winners cashed as well, Loni Harwood (32nd place - $4,055) and Larry Wright 
($3,241). 
 
The tournament also showcased a family rivalry. Bob Beck and his father Robbie Beck both 
cashed in this event. Bob actually knocked Robbie out near the end of Day 1A, but Robbie re-
entered on Day 1B and advanced to Day 2. Robbie got a bit of revenge by outlasting his father 
and securing bragging rights. Robbie finished in 38th place ($3,241), and Bob was eliminated in 
57th ($2,717). 
 
The tournament started on Friday, May 8, as 266 players entered Day 1A. The chip leader after 
the first day was Dustin Denzik, who bagged 305,000 in chips. He was well ahead of his closest 
competitor, Viet Vo (223,500). Denzik has had an extraordinarily successful series here at 
Harrah’s New Orleans. He cashed in four events, including a second-place finish and a seventh-
place finish. He was eventually eliminated from the Main Event in 21st place ($7,329). 
 
On Saturday, 288 players turned out for Day 1B. The 544 combined entries generated a prize 
pool of $831,000. Steve Moore ended Day 1B atop the leaderboard, bagging up 313,000, just a 
bit more than Denzik the day before. A total of 110 players advanced to Day 2—52 from Friday, 
and 58 from Saturday. 
 
Here are the final results. Full results are available here, and live updates from the event are 
posted here. 
 
1st – Damjan Radanov - $174,514 
2nd – David Nicholson - $107,939 
3rd – Jared Ingles - $78,928 
4th – Hugo Perez - $58,569 
5th – John Lauve - $44,068 
6th – Tony Sanchez - $33,614 
7th – Tai Cao - $25,994 
8th – Joseph Alesna - $20,376 
9th – John Holley - $16,188 
 
Full results from the event are available on WSOP.com. 
 
--------------- 
 
At the conclusion of this event, Cory Waaland holds the lead in the Casino Champion race. His 
46th place finish is enough to put him ahead of Yuval Bronshtein and Josh Mancuso. The player 
who accumulates the most overall points in the twelve gold ring tournaments at Harrah’s New 
Orleans earns the title of Casino Champion and receives an automatic entry into the $1 million 
2015 WSOP National Championship. The winner of the Harrah’s New Orleans Main Event 

http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results.asp?grid=1124&tid=14337&dayof=143374
http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/updates.asp?rr=5&grid=1124&tid=14337&dayof=143374
http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/updates.asp?rr=5&grid=1124&tid=14337&dayof=143374
http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results.asp?tid=14337&grid=1124


earns automatic entry to the National Championship as well. All players who cash in ring events 
will receive points that apply to both the Casino Champion race and the season-long race to 
claim one of the 50 at-large National Championship bids awarded to the top point earners 
throughout the season. More information on the points system is available on WSOP.com. 
 
Here is the list of gold ring winners from Harrah’s New Orleans so far: 
 
EVENT #1: Eddie Pepper defeated 298 entries ($365 No-Limit Hold’em) for $21,455. 
EVENT #2: Joe Castaneda defeated 91 entries ($365 Pot-Limit Omaha) for $8,192. 
EVENT #3: Yuval Bronshtein defeated 179 entries ($365 No-Limit Hold’em) for $14,500. 
EVENT #4: Josh Mancuso defeated 1,153 entries ($365 No-Limit Hold’em Reentry) for $63,130. 
EVENT #5: Ryan Campbell defeated 192 entries ($365 No-Limit Hold’em) for $14,976. 
EVENT #6: Cory Waaland defeated 215 entries ($365 No-Limit Hold’em Six-Handed) for 
$17,415. 
EVENT #7: Matthew Humphrey defeated 205 entries ($365 No-Limit Hold’em) for $15,989. 
EVENT #8: Christopher Sheffield defeated 364 entries ($365 No-Limit Hold’em Monster Stack) 
for $24,017. 
EVENT #9: Travis Dorsey defeated 300 entries ($580 No-Limit Hold’em) for $35,992. 
EVENT #10: Damjan Radanov defeated 554 entries ($1,675 No-Limit Hold’em MAIN EVENT) 
for $174,514. 
EVENT #11: Vadim Balashov defeated 175 entries ($365 No-Limit Hold’em Turbo) for $14,176. 
 
 
With this tournament now wrapped up, this only one more gold ring event, plus the conclusion of 
the Main Event, before the WSOP Circuit at Harrah’s New Orleans concludes on May 11. 
 
For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter 
@WSOP or check out WSOP.com.  
 
For additional information please contact: 
 
Robert Kirschen (WSOP Media Coordinator) @ rkirschen@caesars.com.  

http://www.wsop.com/2014/circuit/leaderboard.asp
https://twitter.com/WSOP
http://www.wsop.com/
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