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Matthew Batoon Wins First WSOP Circuit Ring 
New Orleans, LA (May 12, 2014) -- On winning his first Circuit ring, Matthew Batoon said, "Feels real 
sweet!"  He also picks up $17,174 in first-place prize money.  The 32-year-old has been playing 
tournaments for about seven years and this is his first win in a major event.  He got his start in basement 
games at UT Austin while studying cultural anthropology.  "Studying people and how they interact" has 
helped him understand his opponents at the poker table. 

Heads-up play against Dennis Crowley began with Batoon holding a 3:1 chip lead.  They battled for about 
a half-hour before the final hand played out.  Crowley check-raised all-in on the turn with a pair and open-
ended straight draw.  Batoon looked him up with top pair and it held for the win.  Crowley collected 
$10,616 for second place.  This was his second final table of this series.  He finished 5th in Event 2.  With 
a total of 62.5 points, he is now the leader in the Casino Champion race.  

Natasha Barbour was the last woman remaining in this event.  She has one Circuit ring and a WSOP 
Ladies pendant from Lake Tahoe last year.  She was battling for her second ring, but ended up finishing in 
3rd place. 
 
There were two WSOP bracelet holders at this final table.  The other one was Andrew Spears.  He was the 
first eliminated, finishing 9th.  More importantly, he earned 15 points.  Added to the 137.5 points he 
already had brings his total to 152.5, moving him up to 32nd place on the National Leaderboard.  That 
should be enough to punch his ticket into the National Championship. 
 
Joe Santoro was the chip leader at the start of the final table.  He ran pocket Tens into Natasha Barbour's 
pocket Aces to double her up, then busted out soon after in 7th place.  Terry Wesley Thomas Jr. was the 
chip leader at the start of Day 2.  He reported to the rail in 5th place. 
 
Event 5 started at 3pm Sunday afternoon and drew 229 players on Mother's Day.  The total prize pool 
came to $68,700 and was paid out to the final 24 players.  After 18 levels of play on Day 1, there were 
still 11 players left in the hunt.  They returned at 2pm Monday and by the end of the first 40-minute level 
they had reached the final table.  The final table played out in about four and a half hours. 
 
Matthew Batoon had 47.5 points coming into this event, so now he's up to 97.5, which gets him into the 
top 100 on the National Leaderboard.  He's planning to stick around and play the rest of the series and 
take a shot at qualifying for the National Championship or winning his way in as Casino Champion. 
 




