
   

 
 

2011/2012 World Series of Poker Circuit 
Palm Beach Kennel Club 

Event #1 
No-Limit Hold’em (One-Million Dollar Guarantee) 

Buy-In: $500 (+55) 
Total Entries:  2,607 

Total Prize Pool:  $1,250,345 
February 16-20, 2012 

 
 
 

Official Final Results:  
 

1 Anh H. Lu Bradenton, FL, US $182,750 

2 Charles Flett Ponca City, OK, US $113,759 

3 Jerry Ard Monticello, MS, US $86,611 

4 Josh Kay WEST BLOOMFIELD, MI, US $66,874 

5 Jose Silverman SAN JUAN, PR, US $52,014 

6 Phong Nguyen BRISTOW, VA, US $40,772 

7 Harrison Gimbel Jupiter, FL, US $32,214 

8 Devon Garbus Tampa, FL, US $25,648 

9 Michael Cox Sumter, SC, US $20,594 

10 Artie Smith GASTONIA, NC, US $16,384 

11 Daniel Griggs Daytona Beach, FL, US $20,594 

12 Jason Gibson Gastonia, NC, US $16,384 

13 Andrew Kelsall TAMPA, FL, US $13,486 

14 Stephen Christy West Palm Beach, FL, US $13,486 

15 George Lampert NAPLES, FL, US $13,486 

16 Timmy Byrd Hamden, CT, US $11,091 

17 Daniel Kinzel Cooper City, FL, US $11,091 

18 Michael Vadala Oviedo, FL, US $11,091 

19 Robert McLaughlin WASHINGTON, DC, US $9,201 

20 Payam Pourghassem Boca Raton, FL, US $9,201 

21 James Benz Wellington, FL, US $9,201 

22 Kenneth Quigley Palm Beach Gardens, FL, US $7,713 

23 Chris Dibari Palm City, FL, US $7,713 

24 Kyle Lazzaro Atlanta, GA, US $7,713 

25 Frederick Miller Port St. Lucie, FL, US $6,491 

26 Rebecca Koransky Longwood, FL, US $6,491 

27 Donald Todd Davie, FL, US $6,491 

28 George Hornberger West Palm Beach, FL, US $5,508 



29 Avraham Lipman University Heights, OH, US $5,508 

30 Joseph Opie FAIR HAVEN, NJ, US $5,508 

31 Jason Chingros Atkinson, NH, US $4,701 

32 Peter Wright Hallandale Beach, FL, US $4,701 

33 Robert Dellacamera Tampa, FL, US $4,701 

34 Christine Fanning St. Petersburg, FL, US $4,046 

35 James Mcbride Slidell, LA, US $4,046 

36 Hal England Rockledge, FL, US $4,046 

37 Joseph Brown EDGEWATER, FL, US $3,504 

38 Daniel Muktans Parkland, FL, US $3,504 

39 Thomas Farrell PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL, US $3,504 

40 Gjergj Sinishtaj Sterling Heights, MI, US $3,504 

41 Christopher Deziel Tampa, FL, US $3,504 

42 Evan Teitelbaum Parkland, FL, US $3,504 

43 Pahuja Vineet Hicksville, NY, US $3,504 

44 Kyle Beatty Rockledge, FL, US $3,504 

45 Lavern Burton Coral Springs, FL, US $3,504 

46 Salman Jaddi PEMBROKE PINES, FL, US $3,063 

47 Reynaldo Cantu Mcallen, TX, US $3,063 

48 Peter Jacobson Reston, VA, US $3,063 

49 Robert Lay MOORE, OK, US $3,063 

50 Clarence Jones Mineral Wells, WV, US $3,063 

51 Jon Hoellein WESTLAKE, OH, US $3,063 

52 Bradley Simon Royal Palm Beach, FL, US $3,063 

53 Andrew Phillip Wakefield, MA, US $3,063 

54 Allyn Pier West Palm Beach, FL, US $3,063 

55 Clyde Kerr ADDISON, IL, US $2,697 

56 Chad Pease Pinellas Park, FL, US $2,697 

57 Edward Salaga SUGAR HILL, GA, US $2,697 

58 Steven Buckner THE VILLAGES, FL, US $2,697 

59 Michael Marks North Lauderdale, FL, US $2,697 

60 Douglas Miller Orlando, FL, US $2,697 

61 Javier Sarache Hollywood, FL, US $2,697 

62 Allan Bieler PLANTATION, FL, US $2,697 

63 Greg Rosen Sunrise, FL, US $2,697 

64 Dean Chambers TAMPA, FL, US $2,395 

65 Justin Gardenhire PONCA CITY, OK, US $2,395 

66 Austen Johnson Woodsboro, MD, US $2,395 

67 Chad Vetstein Parkland, FL, US $2,395 

68 Daniel Turcotte Boca Raton, FL, US $2,395 

69 Stephen Kats OMAHA, NE, US $2,395 

70 Hayden Fortini VERO BEACH, FL, US $2,395 

71 Craig Comerford Apopka, FL, US $2,395 

72 Jonathan Ziegler COLUMBIA, SC, US $2,395 

73 Warren Danz Lake Worth, FL, US $2,143 

74 Marvin Karlins Riverview, FL, US $2,143 

75 Alex Findlay MIAMI, FL, US $2,143 

76 James Tolbert NORMAN, OK, US $2,143 

77 Heath Vance Drift, KY, US $2,143 

78 Allan Barrie ATLANTA, GA, US $2,143 

79 Julien Durity Miramar, FL, US $2,143 

80 Justin Zaki TIERRA VERDE, FL, US $2,143 



81 Jason Mullen Satellite Beach, FL, US $2,143 

82 Ravindra Madala Wellington, FL, US $1,928 

83 James Moore SUWANEE, GA, US $1,928 

84 Ben Smith West Palm Beach, FL, US $1,928 

85 Christopher Horter WARRINGTON, PA, US $1,928 

86 Jonathan Gold Boca Raton, FL, US $1,928 

87 Gary Allen Tallahassee, FL, US $1,928 

88 Sara Chau DALLAS, TX, US $1,928 

89 Jack Rolnitzky West Bloomfield, MI, US $1,928 

90 Adam Koppel Wellington, FL, US $1,928 

91 Larry Precipuo Boynton Beach, FL, US $1,752 

92 Margaret Ivie Saint Louis, MO, US $1,752 

93 Peter Bogulski SEMINOLE, FL, US $1,752 

94 Drazen Ilich LINCOLN, NE, US $1,754 

95 Vladislav Grach Orlando, FL, US $1,752 

96 Michael Chenoy Tamarac, FL, US $1,752 

97 Julio Martinez Tampa, FL, US $1,752 

98 Scott Freund Miami, FL, US $1,752 

99 Simon Philip Pensacola, FL, US $1,752 

100 Christopher Lewis Miramar, FL, US $1,601 

101 Samuel Driver GAINESVILLE, TX, US $1,601 

102 Brian Hawkins FT MYERS, FL, US $1,601 

103 Christopher Jones Olsdmar, FL, US $1,601 

104 Peter Bronstein MIAMI BEACH, FL, US $1,601 

105 Daniel Lowery PETER PENDER, AR, US $1,601 

106 David Hank Grand Blanc, MI, US $1,601 

107 Juan Mubarak Miami, FL, US $1,601 

108 Leonard Pastrana WELLINGTON, FL, US $1,601 

109 Mukul Pahuja HICKSVILLE, NY, US $1,601 

110 Anthony Argila ISLAND PARK, NY, US $1,601 

111 Charles Chan Panama City, FL, US $1,601 

112 Susan Smith Stuart, FL, US $1,601 

113 Isaac McClurkin Palm Beach County, FL, US $1,601 

114 Weng Sio Orlando, FL, US $1,601 

115 Eugenio Castaneda Port St. Lucie, FL, US $1,601 

116 Ignacio Esquijarosa Miami, FL, US $1,601 

117 Armando Marsal Miami, FL, US $1,601 

118 Thomas Bielecky Palm Beach Gardens, FL, US $1,601 

119 Antonio Campbell Columbia, SC, US $1,601 

120 Jeff Rodriguez ATLANTA, GA, US $1,601 

121 Wassim Sentissi Palm Beach County, FL, US $1,601 

122 Joseph Antelo ST. AUGUSTINE, FL, US $1,601 

123 Mark Wolfson Washington, DC, US $1,601 

124 Walter Pietrzak Port St. Lucie, FL, US $1,601 

125 Philip Starner Orlando, FL, US $1,601 

126 John Delrossi Mantua, NJ, US $1,601 

127 Thomas Munsch Boynton Beach, FL, US $1,601 

128 Kevin Boyle Haver Hill, FL, US $1,601 

129 Timmy Lahey WATERBURY, CT, US $1,601 

130 Alan Percal Weston, FL, US $1,601 

131 Padro Rogelio San Jose, PR $1,601 

132 Adam Cook Pasadena, MD, US $1,601 



133 Keith Swain West Palm Beach, FL, US $1,601 

134 Gerard Donaghy Jupiter, FL, US $1,601 

135 Randy Burnstein Orlan, FL, US $1,601 

136 Aryeh Cohen BROOKLYN, NY, US $1,475 

137 Alesia Smith Gastonia, NC, US $1,475 

138 Jason Dollinger CORAL SPRINGS, FL, US $1,475 

139 Robert Hodson TALLAHASSEE, FL, US $1,475 

140 Jeremy Boston Orlando, FL, US $1,475 

141 Chad Bradbury WICHITA, KS, US $1,475 

142 Steven Costa Coconut Creek, FL, US $1,475 

143 Soma Marks Southwest Ranches, FL, US $1,475 

144 Benjamin Berg Huntington Valley, PA, US $1,475 

145 Terry Hardy Loxahatchee, FL, US $1,475 

146 Nolan Burton Pleasant Grove, AL, US $1,475 

148 Marco Chan CORAL SPRINGS, FL, US $1,475 

149 Jerry Payne CENTERVILLE, OH, US $1,475 

150 Marc Levy BOYNTON BEACH, FL, US $1,475 

151 Ryan  Ellison NA , TX, US $1,475 

152 Rick Sessions Lauderhill, FL, US $1,475 

153 B. P. Katz Orlando, FL, US $1,475 

154 Donald Norman Marion, IL, US $1,475 

155 Dennis Tuttle MANSFIELD, TX, US $1,475 

156 George Ward Antioch, TN, US $1,475 

157 Brandon Champion Columbia, SC, US $1,475 

158 Hashim Burney Miami Beach, FL, US $1,475 

159 Michael Mondelli Lake Worth, FL, US $1,475 

160 Pamela Buzzetto Tampa, FL, US $1,475 

161 Barbara Sargent Fort Pierce, FL, US $1,475 

162 Timothy Conn Sebastian, FL, US $1,475 

163 Carl Pipitone Staten Island, NY, US $1,475 

164 Gene Hochman Coconut Creek, FL, US $1,475 

165 Joseph Parrish Riverview, FL, US $1,475 

166 Elmer Dormido Boca Raton, FL, US $1,475 

167 Trevor Collins Palm Beach County, FL, US $1,475 

167 Michael Almerood Orlando, FL, US $1,147 

168 Michelle Lee Jupiter, FL, US $1,475 

169 Victor Figueroa Orlando, FL, US $1,475 

170 Jeremy Sosa Mokena, IL, US $1,475 

171 William Fagnano JUPITER, FL, US $1,475 

172 Andrew Dakoski Stow, OH, US $1,361 

173 Sam Crimaldi FORT MYERS, FL, US $1,361 

174 Aaron Berman West Bloomfield, MI, US $1,361 

175 David Moore West View, PA, US $1,361 

176 Scott Cadmus Palm Beach Gardens, FL, US $1,361 

177 Hugo Torres Orlando, FL, US $1,361 

178 John Truskowski Savoy, MA, US $1,361 

179 John Rhodes North Palm Beach, FL, US $1,361 

180 Jason Sparks Davie, FL, US $1,361 

181 Nancy Birnbaum Decatur, GA, US $1,361 

182 Ashley Brunch Coconut Creek, FL, US $1,361 

183 Jeff Gershowitz Palm Beach County, FL, US $1,361 

184 Paula Alibrandi Miramar, FL, US $1,361 



185 Matthew Mendez Palm City, FL, US $1,361 

186 Qasem Jamhour Miami, FL, US $1,361 

187 Carlo Sciannameo Worcester, MA, US $1,361 

188 Victor Dieguez West Palm Beach, FL, US $1,361 

189 Paula Holder Lighthouse Point, FL, US $1,361 

190 Don Harrold Orlando, FL, US $1,361 

191 Tracey Hodson Jupiter, FL, US $1,361 

192 Leah Divisconte Tamarac, FL, US $1,361 

193 Rocky Boustani DALLAS, TX, US $1,361 

194 Witold Wasik Rock Hill, SC, US $1,361 

195 Joanne Dorin NEW YORK, NY, US $1,361 

196 Anthony Vetter Coral Springs, FL, US $1,361 

197 Bertel Ladner BILOXI, MS, US $1,361 

198 Michael Rizzuto Greensboro, NC, US $1,361 

199 Michael Raimon BRADENTON, FL, US $1,361 

200 Joseph Bovino Westmont, NJ, US $1,361 

201 Thomas Contri Tequesta, FL, US $1,361 

202 Ronald Hirsch Orlando, FL, US $1,361 

203 Amaury Gonzalez Lake Worth, FL, US $1,361 

204 Brady Harris Orlando, FL, US $1,361 

205 John Sepulveda Palm Beach County, FL, US $1,361 

206 William Medina Coats, NC, US $1,361 

207 Joseph Connor ROSWELL, GA, US $1,361 

208 Alfred Ballerini MAYWOOD, NJ, US $1,248 

209 Sohail Dosani Orlandoi, FL, US $1,248 

210 Sosa Joaquin Royal Palm Beach, FL, US $1,248 

211 Devon Shalmi BOCA RATON, FL, US $1,248 

212 Tyler Denson New Smyrna Beach, FL, US $1,248 

213 Mark Laurie Orlando, FL, US $1,248 

214 Freddie Kirkland Tampa, FL, US $1,248 

215 John Fico Jupiter, FL, US $1,248 

216 Jessy Delgado Orlando, FL, US $1,248 

217 Peter Nifakos Palm Beach County, FL, US $1,248 

218 Scott Arnold Palm Beach Gardens, FL, US $1,248 

219 Bradley Lipsey FRANKLIN, TN, US $1,249 

220 Thomas Tsanadis ORLANDO, FL, US $1,249 

221 James Jolly Hobe Sound, FL, US $1,249 

222 Ed Blount Orlando, FL, US $1,249 

223 Donald Marks Boynton Beach, FL, US $1,249 

224 Troy Bercot Palmetto, FL, US $1,248 

225 Gary Zarfjian North Palm Beach, FL, US $1,248 

226 Rita Davison LOVELAND, OH, US $1,248 

227 Miguel Parlade Miami, FL, US $1,248 

228 William Thompson TALLAHASSEE, FL, US $1,248 

229 Natasha Barbour TAMPA, FL, US $1,248 

230 Robert Gill Tampa, FL, US $1,248 

231 Ken neth Bartlett Jarrell, TX, US $1,248 

232 Scott Hart Palm Beach County, FL, US $1,248 

233 Michael Martinez Pembroke Pines, FL, US $1,248 

234 Brandon Rice Orlando, FL, US $1,248 

235 David Sidler Kennesaw, GA, US $1,248 

236 Gleen Chiesa Orlando, FL, US $1,248 



237 Timothy Bannigan ORLANDO, FL, US $1,248 

238 Brian Boysaw West Palm Beach, FL, US $1,248 

239 Nathan Stenfors Orlando, FL, US $1,248 

240 Manelic Minaya TAMPA, FL, US $1,248 

241 Gabriel Lamas Orlando, FL, US $1,248 

242 Trevor Jones Worth Palm Beach, FL, US $1,248 

243 Brady Dunlap North Bend, OR, US $1,248 

244 Juha Puijola Palm Beach Gardens, FL, US $1,147 

245 Yesniel Pulido PEMBROKE PINES, FL, US $1,147 

246 David Bellavia Palm Beach County, FL, US $1,147 

247 Jorge Teixeira Naugatuck, CT, US $1,147 

248 Troy Wallace FULLERTON, CA, US $1,147 

249 Matthew Kora Boca Raton, FL, US $1,147 

250 Robert Gianquitti LAKE WORTH, FL, US $1,147 

251 Michael Terrell HAMILTON, OH, US $1,147 

252 Scott McFarland Satellite Beach, FL, US $1,147 

253 Fremio Gomez Orange Park, FL, US $1,147 

254 Monty Dweck Palm Beach County, FL, US $1,147 

255 Alec Bradlow Tampa, FL, US $1,147 

256 David Katz Delray Beach, FL, US $1,147 

257 Brian Darrow Coconut Creek, FL, US $1,147 

258 Marina Kolesnitchenko Fort Lauderdale, FL, US $1,147 

259 John Bardwell LAKE WALES, FL, US $1,147 

260 Daniel Perry North Miami, FL, US $1,147 

261 Christopher Underwood MOORESVILLE, IN, US $1,147 

262 Donald Matthews Orlando, FL, US $1,147 

263 Lance Garcia Houston, TX, US $1,147 

264 Blair Miller Sarasota, FL, US $1,147 

265 Christopher Mcnamara Ormond Beach, FL, US $1,147 

266 James Dunn Orlando, FL, US $1,147 

267 Michael Almerood Orlando, FL, US $1,147 

268 Robert Schoneman Orlando, FL, US $1,147 

269 Kevin Rodriguez Boynton Beach, FL, US $1,147 

270 Jeffrey Cohen Parkland, FL, US $1,147 

271 David Nicholson PERKINSTON, MS, US $1,147 

272 Sean Moller Royal Palm Beach, FL, US $1,147 

273 Shirley Mika Jupiter, FL, US $1,147 

274 Pedrol Salcedo Wellington, FL, US $1,147 

275 Carlo Rodriguez MIAMI, FL, US $1,147 

276 Andrew Rudnik Johnstown, PA, US $1,147 

277 James Ritchie Van Buren, AR, US $1,147 

278 Rodger Morrill Tampa, FL, US $1,147 

279 Anthony Weir Palm Beach County, FL, US $1,147 

 
 
Tournament Report: 
 
 
Anh Lu Tops Near-Record Field of 2,607 Players 
 
A Million Guaranteed:  West Palm Beach Opener Smashes Prize Pool Record at 
$1,250,345 



 
WSOP Circuit Action at Palm Beach Kennel Club Continues through Feb. 28th 
 
 
West Palm Beach, FL (February 16, 2012) – Now in the midst of its eighth record-breaking 
season, the World Series of Poker Circuit has produced its fair share of memorable and magical  
moments.   
 
But what took place this past weekend at the Palm Beach Kennel Club was truly electrifying. 
 
The opening tournament of this year’s WSOP Circuit stop almost blew the doors off the hinges 
of the legendary 80-year-old racetrack.  A whopping 2,607 poker players flooded into the dog 
track and revamped poker room, jamming every single table in the facility to full capacity – and 
then some. 
 
There were unavoidable lines.  There were scalpers – yes, selling places in line to get a seat in 
the tournament.  There was a near riot during one of the opening days.  There was also a calm 
and cozy peace that prevailed over the sprawling tournament area once cards finally flew into 
the air and competition began, with poker tables terraced along the atrium-like windows facing 
out towards circling greyhounds and throngs of horseplayers screaming for their favorite ponies, 
appearing on simulcast. 
 
The final tally was staggering.  Not only was this the second-biggest turnout of any WSOP 
Circuit event in history, the total prize pool also set a new record.  With a “One-Million Dollar 
Guarantee” banner luring in near-record numbers, the prize pool swelled to a mammoth 
$1,250,345 – a cool quarter-million more than organizers anticipated.   
 
Consider this:  The prize pool represents the biggest figure ever for any WSOP Circuit event, 
aside from the Main Event Championship events, which have typically cost thousands of dollars 
to enter.  Essentially, for an investment of $500 (or less, for some players who qualified to play 
via satellites), participants had the chance to win hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
 
Read more about the opening day of this tournament here:   
http://www.wsop.com/news/2012/Feb/3685/POKERS-BIGGEST-TAILGATE-PARTY.html 
 
So, pick your headline: 
Largest poker turnout in Florida history;  
Second-biggest tournament in WSOP history;  
Biggest prize pool for any event in poker history for a $500 or lower buy-in. 
 
Of course, there was also a winner.  He gets the final headline. 
 
Nearly getting lost amongst all the pomp and circumstance – which included a blue ribbon 
cutting ceremony with dignitaries and the participation of just about everyone who was anyone 
on the Florida poker scene – was the thrilling final outcome and eventual new champion. 
 
His name was Anh Lu.  
 
Lu is a 50-year-old nail technician from Bradenton, FL.  He collected a whopping $182,750 in 
prize money, which was the biggest payout ever for any WSOP Circuit tournament, aside from 
the Main Event Championships at each stop.  
 
For his victory, Lu was presented with the coveted gold ring, which is the ultimate token of 
achievement for winning a WSOP Circuit tournament.    
 

http://www.wsop.com/news/2012/Feb/3685/POKERS-BIGGEST-TAILGATE-PARTY.html


Lu’s victory almost proved to be anti-climatic.  With the hopes of thousands of would-be finalists 
dashed, Lu made it to the final table ranked in the middle of the pack.  Then, he played his best 
poker when it counted most – winning his first WSOP title amidst a boisterous cheering section 
favoring various other players.   
 
The night concluded with Lu taking a well-deserved victory lap around the final table.  
Meanwhile, the track grandstands were nearly empty, vacated long ago by poker players who 
hoped to be precisely where Lu was standing.  But there was room for only one champion. 
 
As Lu basked in his long-awaited glory, scattered beneath his feet were countless losing pari-
mutual tickets littering the arena from a day of racing.  Symbolic of the lofty aspirations of 2,605 
other poker players long since vanquished, in the end -- there was only one winning ticket 
remaining.   
 
It belonged to Anh Lu.  He showed, he placed, and ultimately – he won.  
 
…………… 
 
This was the first of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at the Palm Beach 
Kennel Club.  Officially listed as Event #1 -- the $555 buy-in No-Limit Hold’em tournament 
attracted 2,706 entries.  The total prize pool came to $1,250,345.  The top 279 players were 
paid.  All players who cashed received WSOP Circuit National Championship ranking points. 
 
A full list of all players who cashed in Event #1 can be seen at WSOP.COM 
 
The tournament was played over five consecutive days.  However, the first three days were split 
into three separate flights.  The first three sessions – officially classified as flights 1-A, 1-B, and 
1-C – resulted in the elimination of nearly 90 percent of the field.  Only 306 survivors took their 
season on the second day of action, played on a Sunday. 
 
Following another 12 hours of play on (the combined) Day Two, only 30 players returned for the 
final day, which was played on the Presidents Day holiday.  After another five hours of play on 
Monday, the final table was set.  The nine finalists and their starting chip counts were as follows: 
 
SEAT 1:  Devon Garbus (Tampa, FL) – 4,275,000 in chips 
SEAT 2:  Charles Flett (Ponca City, OK) – 5,250,000 in chips 
SEAT 3:  Anh H. Lu (Bradenton, FL) – 3,250,000 in chips 
SEAT 4:  Josh Kay (West Bloomfield, MI) – 1,180,000 in chips 
SEAT 5:  Michael Cox (Sumter, SC) – 3,100,000 in chips 
SEAT 6:  Harrision Gimbel (Jupiter, FL) – 3,995,000 in chips 
SEAT 7:  Phong Nguyen (Bristow, VA) -- 4,510,000 in chips 
SEAT 8:  Jose M. Silverman (San Juan, PR) -- 4,175,000 in chips 
SEAT 9: Jerry Ard (Monticello, MS) – 2,200,000 in chips 
 
The final table featured no former WSOP Circuit gold ring winners, thus guaranteeing a first-time 
champion.  Nonetheless, several of the players were experienced professionals and tournament 
performers.   
 
The early chip leader was Charles Flett, from Oklahoma.  However, the wide distribution of 
stack sizes meant that any of the nine finalists could win.  In fact, no player was short stacked 
when the cards went into the air, which meant a long night of poker was ahead. 
 
The final session began at 6:30 pm local time.  Play finished at 1 am making the total duration 
about 6.5 hours.  The official order of finish was as follows:   
 



9th Place – Michael Cox was the first player to bust out.  He hit the rail about an hour into the 
finale.  Cox is a 30-year-old poker pro from Sumter, SC.  This marked his first time to cash in a 
WSOP-related tournament.  He picked the right event in which to debut at the final table, as his 
strong run was rewarded with a $20,594 payout. 
 
8th Place – Devon Garbus went out next and ended up in ninth place.  He is a 25-year-old 
stagehand and aspiring poker pro from Tampa, FL.  Garbus works in entertainment and he 
lasted a while in the bright lights of the final table.  But the third-ranked player in chips when play 
began ultimately endured a tough final hour.  This is the first time Garbus has ever entered a 
WSOP tournament.  He performed admirably, winning $25,648 for his debut performance. 
 
7th Place – Harrison Gimbel, from nearby Jupiter, FL took seventh place.  He is a former student 
who is now playing poker full time.  This was Gimbel’s first time in the money at a WSOP event, 
which paid $32,214.   
  
6th Place – Phong Nguyen ended up as the sixth-place finisher.  The Vietnamese-born poker 
player now residing in Bristow, VA now has 37 major cashes and more than $300,000 in live 
tournament winnings, a figure bolstered by collecting $40,772 in this event. 
  
5th Place – Jose Silverman, from San Juan, Puerto Rico enjoyed his best tournament finish 
ever, by coming in fifth place.  He is a 41-year-old printing contractor.  Silverman also cashed in 
a WSOP Circuit event last year at Atlantic City – which makes this his second time to cash in 
the Circuit.  He earned $52,014 for this outstanding effort.   
  
4th Place – Josh Kay departed in fourth place.  He had what was arguably the most impressive 
poker resume of any of the finalists, having cashed in the WSOP Main Event during two of the 
last three years.  He’s also made several other final tables of major poker events.  Kay, who 
attended Michigan State University and proudly called West Bloomfield, MI his home, now plays 
poker full time.  Kay could certainly be proud of moving from the shortest stack when nine-
handed play began all the way up into fourth place. 
 
3rd Place – Jerry Ard came in third place.  He had the unusual experience of losing his final 
hand against a straight flush.  Ard, who is a 44-year-old poker player from Monticello, MS 
enjoyed his third WSOP Circuit final table appearance this year, after taking third- and eighth-
place finishes earlier this month in Tunica.  A earned a well-deserved $86,611 in prize money. 
 
2nd Place – Charles Flett finished as the runner up.  He is a 26-year-old poker pro from Ponca 
City, OK.  Flett enjoyed the biggest cheering section of any of the finalists and almost gave his 
supporters a gallery-pleasing victory.  But Flett was stopped in his tracks by one lone adversary.  
The former poker dealer could certainly take great pride in his accomplishment – outlasting 
2,504 other players and earning a six-figure score, worth $113,759. 
 
When heads-up play began, Lu enjoyed slightly better than a 2 to 1 chip advantage over Flett.  
The final hand came only about ten minutes into the duel and proceeded as follows: 
 
Lu:  Jh Jd     
Flett:  Ks Qs 
Flop:  Js Tc 3c     
Turn:  7c 
River:  4d 
 
Flett moved all-in pre-flop and Lu called.  The flop gave Lu a set of jacks.  But Flett had an 
outside straight draw.  The turn and river were blanks for Flett, giving Lu the final pot of the 
tournament – with trip jacks. 
 



1st Place – Anh Lu became the first WSOP Circuit champion crowned this year at the Palm 
beach Kennel Club in what was unquestionably an history-making event.  He overcame a 
monster-sized field and won his biggest payout ever -- $182,750 for the victory.  Lu was also 
presented with his first gold ring. 
 
With his victory, Lu moves into the top spot as the early leader in this WSOP Circuit’s “Best All-
Around Player” standings.  The player who accumulates the most overall points in the Palm 
Beach Kennel Club’s twelve combined gold ring tournaments receives a pre-paid entry into the 
$1 million 2011-2012 WSOP Circuit National Championship.  At least two players from this 
tournament series will qualify for the WSOP Circuit National Championship, which is classified 
as a WSOP gold bracelet event.  The other automatic qualifier will be the winner of Main Event 
championship (to be held Feb. 25-27). 
 
With the first tournament wrapped up, there are still 11 more gold ring events remaining in what 
is being billed as a “12 rings in 12 days” poker series.  The WSOP Circuit at the Palm Beach 
Kennel Club continues through February 27th.  This year’s schedule includes not only all the 
gold ring events, but multiple second-chance tournaments, single table and mega satellites, plus 
cash games going around the clock inside the action-packed poker room 
 
……………….. 

 
MORE ABOUT THE WSOP CIRCUIT AT PALM BEACH KENNEL CLUB 

 
This marks the second consecutive season that the Palm Beach Kennel Club (PBKC) has 
hosted a WSOP Circuit stop.  Last year’s attendance and prize pool figures were so strong, that 
the decision to return once again to sunny South Florida once again was inevitable. 
 
Indeed, PBKC continues to distance itself from the other dogs in Florida’s highly-competitive 
poker race.  This year, PBKC will be hosting 12 WSOP Circuit gold ring poker tournaments over 
a two-week period.  Tournaments officially began on Thursday, February 16th with Event #1 – 
which included a one-million dollar guarantee.  This marked the first time in history that any 
tournament of that size ($500 buy-in) offered a guaranteed million-dollar payout. 
 
The following 12 days are sure to be packed with multiple tournaments and around-the-clock 
cash-game action.  The poker festival concludes on February 28th with the final table of the 
$1,600 buy-in Main Event Championship. 
  
“Florida poker has officially arrived and partnering with the World Series of Poker is as special 
as it gets," said Noah Carbonne, Director of Poker Operations for the Palm Beach Kennel Club.  
"We're thrilled to be involved with the Rolls Royce of poker – which is the WSOP.  For all of us 
here at the Palm Beach Kennel Club, the State of Florida, and most importantly the thousands 
of poker players here in the southeast as well as those attending from around the country, we 
are ready to make history – especially with our million-dollar guarantee, which has never been 
offered before for an event of its size.” 
 
Gold ring tournaments are only a fraction of what’s on the poker menu at the Palm Beach 
Kennel Club.  Second-chance No-Limit Hold’em tournaments will be running from day one.  The 
deep-stack tournaments will cost $235 to enter and begin nightly at 7 pm.  Satellites for all gold 
ring tournaments will also be going regularly inside the poker room.  Several mega-satellites for 
the Main Event Championship will also be offered. 
 
The PBKC initially opened in 1932, making it one of the oldest pari-mutual racetracks in the 
country.  Owned and operated by the famous Rooney Family (which also owns the NFL’s 
Pittsburgh Steelers), the track has been a popular attraction and a leisurely way to spend an 
afternoon for locals and visitors alike.  Known for its live greyhound racing and simulcasts from 



numerous racetracks all over the country, PBKC jettisoned into a new era last year when it 
expanded its poker facility, which is now one of the largest poker rooms in Florida. 
 
About a year ago, PBKC expanded its poker operations to include 64 tournament tables.  PBKC 
is the first dog track to ever host a WSOP-related tournament.  Each final table takes place in a 
premium location near the main grandstand, which enables everyone close to the poker action 
to cheer on the greyhounds, as well.  Naturally, betting windows will be close by for those who 
want to mix in some racing action with poker playing.  Dog races take place most days starting 
at 1 pm.  There are also dog races nightly on weekends. 
  
PBKC is conveniently located just steps away from the West Palm Beach international Airport, 
which offers direct flights from all over the country.  Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International 
Airport is also close by.  Several hotels are situated near the dog track and poker facility, to 
accommodate all budgets.  The cardroom offers regular shuttle service to and from at least 
three nearby hotels.  Special hotel rate packages for poker players are available. 
   
It’s not too late to be part of the biggest poker event in Florida history.  West Palm Beach is well-
known for its sandy white beaches, luxury hotels, fine restaurants, great shopping, and plenty of 
sunshine.  And now, there will be great poker action around the clock at the PBKC.  The 
complete schedule and structure sheets for all events can be viewed at WSOP.COM 
  
PBKC is the 11th of 17 WSOP Circuit stops this season.  All players over age 21 are eligible to 
compete for a seat in the $1 million freeroll event which crowns the WSOP Circuit National 
Championship point race.  This season's top 100 players who qualify will compete in the first-
ever nationally-televised championship, which will take place in Las Vegas, in May 2012.  The 
winner of that extraordinary event will receive the most coveted prize in all of poker, a WSOP 
gold bracelet. 
 
 
Note:  Be sure and follow all WSOP news and updates on Twitter @wsop 
 
 
For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, please contact:   
Nolan Dalla (WSOP Media Director) at (702) 358-4642 
e-mail:  nolandalla@aol.com 
Or visit official website:  www.wsop.com 
 
 
For more information about the Palm Beach Kennel Club and Poker Room, please contact: 
Teresa Hume (Director of Publicity) at (561) 683-2222 (Ext. 120) 
e-mail:  thume@pbkennelclub.com 
Or visit the official website:  http://www.pbkennelclub.com/ 
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