
   
 

 

 

2011/2012 World Series of Poker Circuit 

Harrah’s Atlantic City 

Event #2 

No-Limit Hold’em 

Buy-In: $300 (+45) 

Total Entries:  888 

Total Prize Pool:  $258,699 

December 2-4, 2011 

Official Final Results:  

 
1 Jeffrey Gurfinkel BROOKLYN, NY, US $50,446 

2 Leonid Vizirov CHALFRONT, VA, US $31,173 

3 Erik Gorman Matthews, NC, US $22,962 

4 Miriam Dubois HACKENSACK, NJ, US $17,136 

5 Oliver Entine PHILADELPHIA, PA, US $12,956 

6 Douglas Conant Sutton, WV, US $9,921 

7 Eric Nathan COLUMBIA, MD, US $7,694 

8 Christopher Kusha STATEN ISLAND, NY, US $6,041 

9 Adam Feldman WYOMISSING, PA, US $4,801 

10 Akib Ali PRINCETON, NJ, US $3,862 

11 Mark Maletic CANTON, MI, US $3,858 

12 Brendan Dennihy Nesconset, NY, US $3,858 

13 Nicholas Johnson SCHERTZ, TX, US $3,140 

14 John Delrossi Mantua, NJ, US $3,140 

15 Joshua Plummer SALISBURY, NC, US $3,140 

16 Sanjay Ramamoorthi North Brunswick, NJ, US $2,587 

17 Eli Loewenthal CARMEL, IN, US $2,587 

18 Joseph Cappuccio Hammonton, NJ, US $2,587 

19 Salvatore Busacca COLTS NECK, NJ, US $2,155 

20 Jonathan Rice Cumberland, MD, US $2,155 

21 Tom Luce TIPTON, IN, US $2,155 

22 David Novak Cherry Hill, NJ, US $1,817 

23 Matt Iles ATCO, NJ, US $1,817 

24 Michael Fugate New York, NY, US $1,817 

25 Scott Mcquiddy Mechanicsville, VA, US $1,548 

26 Carlos Caro ARLINGTON, VA, US $1,548 

27 Duane White MONTOURSVILLE, PA, US $1,548 

28 Kyle Bowker WALTON, NY, US $1,333 

29 Matthew Refice Perkiomenvlle, PA, US $1,333 

30 Charles Paolino STATEN ISLAND, NY, US $1,333 

31 Shaun Gonzales STATEN ISLAND, NY, US $1,163 

32 Natale Kuey BRONX, NY, US $1,163 

33 Michael Muller La Crosse, WI, US $1,163 

34 John Zoldak STATEN ISLAND, NY, US $1,026 

35 Louis Russo LINCROFT, NJ, US $1,026 

36 Hung Truong BROOKLYN, NY, US $1,026 

37 Stephen Archbell KITTY HAWK, NC, US $915 



38 Roger Davis SHARPBURG, MD, US $915 

39 Haris Galatsidas GUELPH, ON, CA $915 

40 George Chen WEST NYACK, NY, US $915 

41 Antoinette Fiorenza OVIEDO, FL, US $915 

42 Matt Brady UPPER DARBY, PA, US $915 

43 Artie Smith GASTONIA, NC, US $915 

44 Dan Sztenderowicz PHILADELPHIA, PA, US $915 

45 Robert Gray GARDEN PRAIRIE, IL, US $915 

46 Steve Louie Ocean, NJ, US $824 

47 Albert Riccobono OSSINING, NY, US $824 

48 John Curcuru CHARLOTTE, NC, US $824 

49 Michael Borovetz 
 

$824 

50 Sean Carter Virginia Beach, VA, US $824 

51 Keiko Lim BRONX, NY, US $824 

52 Michael Dubisz Hooksett, NH, US $824 

53 Vinay Ghandi HICKSVILLE, NY, US $824 

54 Jeffrey Schwartz East Windsor, NJ, US $824 

55 Amanda Musumeci PHILADELPHIA, PA, US $824 

56 Rocco Bucci MAPLE GLEN, PA, US $749 

57 Saad Ghanem Laurel, MD, US $749 

58 Brian Glossman Cliffside Park, NJ, US $749 

59 Hal Rotholz NEW YORK, NY, US $749 

60 Deeangelo Seng BLACKWOOD, NJ, US $749 

61 Thao Tran Falls Church, VA, US $749 

62 Avraham Lipman University Hts., OH, US $749 

63 Myung Jung Wake Forest, NC, US $749 

64 Matthew Colvin DALLAS, TX, US $690 

65 Mitchell Blonder Lindenhurst, NY, US $690 

66 David Ottosen 
 

$690 

67 Matthew Diethelm PHOENIX, AZ, US $690 

68 John Whitby Camden, DE, US $690 

69 Thomas Hooper Jersey City, NJ, US $690 

70 Daniel Fox CLARKSVILLE, MD, US $690 

71 Alex Gyr DALLAS, TX, US $690 

72 Stanley Striker CLEVELAND, TN, US $690 

73 Christopher Grove Pasadena, MD, US $636 

74 Beverly Cheney GRANDBURY, TX, US $636 

75 William Bowers Hanover, MD, US $636 

76 Marc Aubin TERREBONNE, QC, CA $636 

77 Rex Clinkscales LAS VEGAS, NV, US $636 

78 Marco Lang EDMUNDSTON, NB, CA $636 

79 Michael Delk Merritt Island, FL, US $636 

80 Aaron Duczak KAMLOOPS, BC, CA $636 

81 Scott Davies LAS VEGAS, NV, US $636 

82 Gregory Joslyn Milford, PA, US $584 

83 Evan Lash Bayside, NY, US $584 

84 Paul Seeley PICKERING, ON, CA $584 

85 John Plaschke Frederick, MD, US $584 

86 David Gutfreund Chicago, IL, US $584 

87 Gerald Taylor New York, NY, US $584 

88 Paul Bartholomai YARDLEY, PA, US $584 

89 Jonathan Sorcher LYNBROOK, NY, US $584 



90 Aaron Wright BALTIMORE, MD, US $584 

 

 

 

Jeffrey Gurfinkel Wins $50K and WSOP Circuit Gold Ring 

 

Atlantic City’s Second Gold Ring Event Draws Another Big Crowd – 888 Entrants 

 

WSOP Circuit at Harrah’s Atlantic City Runs through December 12
th

  

 

 

Atlantic City, NJ (December 4, 2011) – The World Series of Poker Circuit continued today in Atlantic 

City with the second of 12 scheduled gold ring tournaments.  Following in the path of a huge opener on 

the previous day which attracted 704 players, the following event was even bigger – with 888 entrants 

jamming into the tournament ballroom at the Harrah’s Resort and Casino. 

 

The latest tournament champion was Jeffrey Gurfinkel, from Hallandale Beach, FL.  He is originally from 

Brooklyn, NY.  Gurfinkel, a 26-year-old poker player won a decisive victory.  He dominated final table 

play during most of the final stages of the tournament. 

 

For his second major tournament victory, Gurfinkel collected $50,446 in prize money – his biggest cash 

ever.  He was also presented with his first WSOP Circuit gold ring, given by Harrah’s Atlantic City Poker 

Manager John Arthur.  Garfunkel’s other tournament win took place last summer at the Borgata Open, in 

Atlantic City.  However, that tournament win was worth only half of what he earned with this victory. 

 

Gurfinkel was cheered to victory by a several close friends.  In fact, the final table turned into a slumber 

party, of sorts.  The finale began at past midnight and ended just as the sun started to rise over the Atlantic 

Ocean, outside the Harrah’s Casino. 

 

……………….. 

 

Harrah’s Atlantic City has a rich history hosting WSOP Circuit events.  In fact, it was the very first casino 

ever to host such a tournament, which occurred back in January 2005, during the Circuit’s inaugural 

season.  Since then, Harrah’s Atlantic City has been a staple on the national tour, having hosted a 

tournament series during each and every season.  During most years, Harrah’s has been the final event of 

the year, with its events usually taking place in December.  It’s one of only four Caesars properties to host 

a WSOP Circuit stop during all eight seasons – the other casinos being Harrah’s Rincon (San Diego), 

Harrah’s New Orleans, and Harvey’s Lake Tahoe.  Indeed, Harrah’s Atlantic City has established itself as 

a flagship stop on the national tour, and this year appears to be no exception based on the early turnout. 

 

……………….. 

 

Event #2 was a three-day $300 (+45) No-Limit Hold’em tournament.  Play began on Friday and ended on 

early Monday morning after a marathon final playing session.  The total prize pool came to $258,699.  

The top 90 players were paid.  All players who cashed received WSOP Circuit National Championship 

ranking points – used to qualify for a seat in the season-ending championship freeroll to be played later in 

Las Vegas. 

 

A full list of all players who cashed in Event #2 can be seen at WSOP.COM 

 

The first of two playing sessions included the elimination of 798 players during the first two days.  There 

were 90 survivors who resumed action on the final day and played down to the final table.  After another 

nine hours of play, the ten finalists were determined as follows: 

 

SEAT 1:  Miriam DuBois (Teaneck, NJ) – 393,000 in chips  



SEAT 2:  Akib Ali (North Brunswick, NJ) – 363,000 in chips 

SEAT 3:  Erik Gorman (Washington, DC) – 579,000 in chips 

SEAT 4:  Oliver Entine (Philadelphia, PA) – 1,108,000 in chips 

SEAT 5:  Jeffrey Gurfinkel (Hallandale Beach, FL) – 1,200,000 in chips 

SEAT 6:  Christopher Kusha (Staten Island, NY) – 1,006,000 in chips 

SEAT 7:  Len Vizirov (Chalfont, PA) – 675,000 in chips 

SEAT 8:  Eric Nathan (Columbia, MD) – 1,421,000 in chips 

SEAT 9:  Adam H. Feldman (Reading, PA) – 777,000 in chips 

SEAT 10:  D.C. Conant (Sutton, WV) – 1,384,000 in chips 

  

The final table included an interesting mix of players and personalities.  There were two college 

professors, a doctor, and two insurance executives.  But a couple of younger players aarrived as the two to 

beat.   

 

Eric Nathan, who described himself as a “professional baller” arrived as the chip leader.  College student 

D.C. Conant was a close second in chips.  However, these two big stacks would end up going out in the 

middle of the pack, paving the way for a wide open finale. 

 

Coming into the finale table, five players had in excess of one-million in chips, while the other five had 

less than 800,000 in their stacks.  Final table play began at 12:30 am local time – a usually late hour due 

to the large field and many chips in play.  Play finished at 6:15 am, making the total duration almost six 

hours. 

 

10
th

 Place – Akib Ali, a senior underwriter from North Brunswick, NJ was the first player to bust off the 

final ten.  He was low on chips and survived for nearly an hour before biting the dust.  Ali, playing in his 

first WSOP Circuit event ever, enjoyed a terrific debut tournament.  His wife bought him into the event as 

a birthday present.  Her investment paid off nicely, as Ali was awarded a birthday present totaling $3,862. 

 

9
th

 Place – Adam Feldman, a doctor from Reading, PA was diagnosed with a ninth place finish after his 

pocket kings were cracked on what turned out to be his final hand.  Feldman, a two-time former national 

fencing champion, was stabbed on a bad beat.  Nevertheless, this was his best tournament finish ever, 

which paid $4,801 in prize money. 

  

8
th

 Place – Christopher Kusha, from Staten Island, NY ended up in eighth place.  The math professor 

collected a nice figure -- totaling $6,041 in prize money.  This was his second time to cash in a WSOP 

Circuit event, after taking ninth place last year in a tournament played at Harrah’s Chester.  It was his fifth 

major tournament cash. 

 

7
th

 Place – Eric Nathan, the self-described “baller” ended up as the seventh-place finish – not quite was 

he was hoping for.  Although he was the early chip leader, Nathan went out about two hours into play.  

He ended up collecting $7,694 in prize money. 

 

6
th

 Place –Douglas Conant (a.k.a. “D.C. Conant”), a college student from West Virginia, earned a nice 

payout totaling $9,921.  Although he’s only 21, Conant has already made it to two major tournament final 

tables.  He won an event earlier this year at Turning Stone (New York).    

  

5
th

 Place – Oliver Entine, a PhD student at the University of Pennsylvania, went out in fifth place.  He is 

specializing in statistics.  Entine will look back upon this tournament as an excellent return on his $345 

investment and he ended up collecting $12,956 in prize money.  This was Entine third top five finish this 

year on the WSOP Circuit, after making two second-place showings last Spring at Caesars Atlantic City 

and Harrah’s Chester.  Entine says he considers poker to be just a hobby.  It’s also turning out to be a 

profitable one at that, given his penchant to deep finishes in the few events he’s entered. 

 



4
th

 Place – Miriam DuBois, from Teaneck, NJ finished in fourth place.  She earned a very respectable 

$17,136 in prize money.  DuBois has a most unusual background.  She officiates professional tennis 

matches.  This marked her best showing ever in a major poker tournament. 

 

3
rd

 Place – Erik Gorman took third place.  He claims to be a professional glassblower.  Gorman puffed 

his way to a $22,962 payout. 

 

2
nd

 Place – Len Vizirov finished as the runner up.  The Russian-born part-time poker player now living in 

Chalfont, PA earned $31,173 in prize money.  Vizirov works as an IT manager.  This was his fourth time 

to cash on the WSOP Circuit and was his 12
th

 major tournament cash.  He now has about $80,000 in live 

career tournament winnings. 

 

 

1
st
 Place – Jeffrey Gurfinkel won his second career victory and biggest tournament payout ever.  He 

collected $50,446 for first place, plus his first WSOP Circuit gold ring.  

 

Gurfinkel’s win was a most decisive victory.  He was never in serious danger of elimination.  During the 

nearly six-hour final table, he was near the chip lead or held the top spot during the entire time.  He began 

play ranked third in chips, but once the bigger stacks were knocked out, Garfunkel became the player to 

beat.  Yet no player was able to overcome his decisive advantage. 

 

With this victory, Gurfinkel joins the Event #1 winner (Richard Smith) as the two early leaders in this 

WSOP Circuit’s “Best All-Around Player” standings.  The player who accumulates the most overall 

points in Atlantic City’s twelve combined gold ring tournaments receives a pre-paid entry into the $1 

million 2011-2012 WSOP Circuit National Championship, to be held in Las Vegas, next May.  At least 

two players from this tournament series will qualify for the WSOP Circuit National Championship, which 

is classified as a WSOP gold bracelet event.  The other automatic qualifier will be the winner of Harrah’s 

Atlantic City’s Main Event championship. 

 

With the second tournament wrapped up, there are still ten more gold ring events remaining in what is 

being billed as a “12 rings in 12 days” poker series.  The WSOP Circuit at Harrah’s Atlantic City 

continues through December 12
th

.  This year’s schedule includes not only all the gold ring events, but 

multiple second-chance tournaments (at 5 pm and 7 pm most days), single table and mega satellites, plus 

cash games going around the clock inside the Harrah’s Poker Room. 

 

For further information, please visit WSOP.COM. 

 

 

Note:  Be sure and follow all WSOP news and updates on Twitter @wsop 

 

 

For more information, please contact:   

Nolan Dalla (WSOP Media Director) at (702) 358-4642 

e-mail:  nolandalla@aol.com 

Or visit our official website:  www.wsop.com 

 

 

  

http://www.wsop.com/

